
DRAFT MINUTES – YET TO BE APPROVED

NEWSTEAD WOOD PARENTS ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the 34th Annual General Meeting

Held on Wednesday 2nd December 2009 
Present at the meeting: Committee Members
Mrs E. Allen – President

Mrs C. Lloyd – Vice-President

Mrs G. Sparkes, Chair
Mrs P. Kaczmarzyk, Treasurer
Mrs N. Stockton

Mr N. Kalawoun

Mr D. Allen

Mr R. Savur, Secretary
Apologies For absence: Mr I. Matheson, Chair: Career’s Sub-committee, Mrs M. Capon, Chair: Social Sub-committee
Also in attendance: Mr C. Gunjal
1.  Chairman’s Welcome

Georgina Sparkes opened the meeting and welcomed everyone to the NWPA AGM.
2.  Minutes of the 32nd AGM

The minutes of the 33rd AGM held on 4th December 2008, copies of which were distributed to all present, were approved.

3.  Matters arising

None

4.  Chair’s Report 
Georgina briefly described the NWPA’s year and passed on to Paulina for the Treasurer’s Report.

5.  Treasurer’s Report

Paulina distributed the draft accounts and mentioned that 2009 has been a better year than 2008 in terms of fund raising. Specifically, the Summer Ball organised by the Social Sub-committee raised over £2,600. Accounting for the 100 Club expenses in this year rather than 2008 and also lower interest income meant that, in accounting terms, total income for this year was less than last year.  The PA spent nearly £55,000 on the school’s needs, as compared with £38,000 in the previous year. 
There were no questions from the floor on the Treasurer’s report or on the accounts.

5.  Sub-committee reports

a. Careers 

Dave Allen reported on behalf of the Careers Sub-committee. There are currently 16 members on the Careers Committee, 14 parents and two members of staff. Whilst there was a reasonable response at the new Year 7 Parents’ Evening, only three of those parents who expressed an interest in participating in the work of the careers committee have come forward and attended meetings. Dave also reiterated that new members are always welcome.
Since the last AGM, there have been three careers seminars: in spring, languages, in keeping with the recent specialism of the school; in summer, focussed on careers in engineering, design and technology with presentations from a civil engineer, architect and master planner; and in autumn, on the creative arts which included a very strong panel of speakers including a lecturer, two actors, a classical musician and a photographer. The last provided a different slant on how professions are presented, particularly since career paths are not clearly defined, and participants have very varied backgrounds.
The school website now includes more details of the work of the careers sub-committee including advance notification of future events. 
Finally, local schools, including Darrick Wood, Bishops Justice, Ravenswood, Babington House, Farringdon and Trinity, are being invited to send participants to careers seminars.
b.  Social Committee

Mary Capon, chair of the Social Committee, had sent apologies for her inability to attend but did send a report, kindly provided by Georgina:

The Social committee have had another busy year supporting the school with all their activities and running fundraising events. For the first time in the last academic year we had a dinner dance which was well attended and raised over £2,000. We are also initiating a Newstead Fun Run which will be in May 2010 for parents and daughters. We are hoping that it will be well supported and again raise much needed funds for the school. In addition to these new events we still do the junior school disco, two quiz nights and a pamper evening. We are a very busy small committee so any new volunteers would be welcome.

6.  Election of Officers

The Officers of the General Committee are the Chair, Treasurer and Secretary. 
Georgina Sparkes was nominated as Chair by Ravi Savur, seconded by Paulina Kaczmarzyk and was elected unopposed. Ravi Savur was nominated as Secretary by Georgina Sparkes, seconded by Dave Allen and was elected unopposed. Finally Paulina Kaczmarzyk was nominated as Treasurer by Dave Allen, seconded by Nicky Stockton and was elected unopposed.

All other committee members present agreed to continue in their posts.

7.  Any other business

Mrs Allen wished to note her thanks for the contributions of the PA and mentioned that the new building project would require further support during the coming year. The new building will be in use in the spring term and she was looking to the PA for assistance to ensure it is suitably kitted out. She also thanked the Social and Careers Committee for all their help, as they provide assistance whenever needed and also add to the community spirit at the school.

8.  The meeting concluded at 2019hrs.
END OF DRAFT MINUTES

